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      World Geography
Mrs. Killough
(972) 219-6136
 killoughay@lisd.net 

My Schedule:


Period 1:  8:10 – 9:45  World Geography 


Period 2:  9:53 – 11:30
Conference

Period 3:  12:08 – 1:53
AP Human Geography

Period 4:  2:00 – 3:30
AP Human Geography
Course Description:

World Geography takes a look at the world in spatial terms and examines the “why of where”.  Why do people settle where they do?  Why aren’t resources distributed evenly across the world?  What happens to cultures as they spread from their hearth?  Geography answers these questions and so much more about why the world works the way it does.
Classroom Methodology:
Have one conversation at a time.
Stay focused on a topic.

Encourage wild ideas.

Defer judgment.

Build on the ideas of others.

Policies/Procedures:
Homework – homework assignments are due at the beginning of class.  Any work not completed in class will be homework.

Tutoring – M/W 3:45-4:15PM, T/TH 7:45-8:05AM (And by appt.)
Make-up Work – Make-up work must be handed in accordance to LISD policy. (If absent for one day, you have one day to make up work.)

Late Work – Late work will be accepted with penalties.  If work is turned in late, the maximum grade will be a 70.

Class Preparation:

Understanding World Geography requires knowledge of current news and events, which involves students being prepared by keeping up with current events (i.e. news).  You will find class discussions and learning much easier if you are familiar with current world events that almost always have an impact on our regional studies.  
Required Supplies:

Box of Kleenex
Colored Pencils (24 pack)
Composition Notebook/spiral
Technology:

Your iPads, or other technology devices, will be used in class for educational purposes daily and need to be brought to class charged and ready. If you fail to have your technology ready for class, you are still responsible for completing the assignments in the same time frame. This allows you to write or draw the assignments in their entirety on paper, or if you chose to complete it with technology past the due date then you will take the late penalty accordingly. You are responsible for your devices at all times, and misuse of the technology will be dealt with disciplinary action. Don’t abuse the technology advantages you have been given. 

Grading:


Grades for this class will consist of:

· Minor Grades (40%): includes daily work, homework, participation, and quizzes. Quizzes will count double.
· Major Grades (60%):  includes writing assignments (essays), major projects, and tests.

· Comprehensive 9 week exams

Class Rules:
1. Ask appropriate questions and avoid the ever-tempting art of what I refer to as “blurting.” Think before you talk. Add something to the discussion.
2. Listen to others’ opinions/ideas and wait to speak until it is your turn or you are called on 

3. Come prepared for every class period.
4. Assume responsibility for all work, including getting notes and assignments from days you are absent. 
5. Have a positive attitude about and during the course, assignments, discussions, and your ability to do well.

8. Recognize that there is always room for improvement; if a student is having trouble, he/she should seek out his/her instructor or classroom peer.

Course Outline:

1. Human Geography
2. Western Hemisphere: Focus on Globalization
3. Europe and Russia: Focus on Political Geography
Midterm Exam

4. Southwest Asia and North Africa: Focus on Culture
5. Sub-Saharan Africa: Focus on Economic Development
6. Monsoon Asia and Oceania: Focus on Population and Environment
Final Exam
Receipt for Syllabus

Return by Friday, August 26, 2016
I have read and acknowledge the course syllabus and the procedures within.

Student Name: _____________________________________________________________________________

Student Signature: __________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Legal Guardian Name(s): ______________________________________________________________

Parent/Legal Guardian Signature:______________________________________________________________

I would prefer to be contacted by:


☐  Email


 ☐ Phone


Contact Information:


Phone: ________________________________________
Phone: ________________________________________
Email: ____________________________________________________________
Email: ____________________________________________________________
Movie Permission Slip:
We will watch two movies this semester that are rated PG-13, Girl Rising and Hotel Rwanda. Girl Rising tells multiple stories about the adversities different young women around the world have had to overcome.  If you want more information on Girl Rising please visit their website, http://girlrising.com.  Hotel Rwanda, an Academy Award nominee, chronicles the events during the Rwandan genocide in the 1990’s.  We will show the educational version of Hotel Rwanda that censors any inappropriate language or images.

Please sign below to give your child permission to watch either or both films.

I give my child permission to watch Girl Rising in class. _____________________________________________

I give my child permission to watch Hotel Rwanda in class. __________________________________________

· I reserve the right to amend this syllabus as needed throughout the school year.  Any questions or concerns you may have with the syllabus, please do not hesitate to ask.
